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Tertiary Biomass Feedstocks 

Tertiary biomass includes post consumer residues and wastes, such as fats, greases, oils, construction 
and demolition wood debris, other waste wood from the urban environments, as well as packaging 
wastes, municipal solid wastes, and landfill gases. 

The category “other wood waste from the urban environment” could include trimmings from urban trees, 
which technically fits the definition of primary biomass. However, because this material is normally 
handled as a waste stream along with other post-consumer wastes from urban environments (and 
included in those statistics), it makes the most sense to consider it to be part of the tertiary biomass 
stream. 

The proper categorization of fats and greases may be debatable since those are byproducts of the 
reduction of animal biomass into component parts. However, since we are considering animals to be a 
type of biomass processing factory, and since most fats and greases, and some oils, are not available for 
bioenergy use until after they become a post-consumer waste stream, it seems appropriate for them to be 
included in the tertiary biomass category. Vegetable oils derived from processing of plant components 
and used directly for bioenergy (e.g. soybean oil used in biodiesel) would be a secondary biomass 
resource, though amounts being used for bioenergy are most likely to be tracked together with fats, 
greases and waste oils. 

Source: Lynn Wright, Oak Ridge, TN. 

 


