
Area 
harvested
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harvested 

acre Production

Marketing  year 
average price per 

cwtc

Value of 

productionc
Area 

Harvested

Yield per 
harvested 

acre Production

1,000 
Acres 1,000 Acres Bushels

1,000 
Bushels Dollars 1,000 Dollars

1,000 
Acres Tons 1,000 Tons

1996 13,097 11,811 67.3 795,274 4.17 1,986,316 423 11.8 4,976
1997 10,052 9,158 69.2 633,545 3.95 1,408,534 412 13.1 5,385
1998 9,626 7,723 67.3 519,933 2.97 904,123 308 11.4 3,526
1999 9,288 8,544 69.7 595,166 2.80 937,081 320 11.6 3,716
2000 9,195 7,726 60.9 470,526 3.37 845,755 278 10.5 2,932
2001 10,248 8,579 59.9 514,040 3.46 978,783 352 11.0 3,860
2002 9,589 7,125 50.6 360,713 4.14 855,140 408 9.6 3,913
2003 9,420 7,798 52.7 411,219 4.26 964,978 343 10.4 3,558
2004 7,486 6,517 69.6 453,606 3.19 843,344 352 13.6 4,782
2005 6,454 5,736 68.5 392,739 3.33 736,629 311 13.6 4,224
2006 6,522 4,937 56.1 276,824 5.88 883,204 347 13.3 4,612
2007 7,712 6,792 73.2 497,445 7.28 1,925,312 392 13.4 5,246
2008 8,284 7,271 65.0 472,342 5.72 1,631,065 408 13.8 5,646

2009d
6,633 5,520 69.4 382,983 5.90 1,242,196 254 14.5 3,680

Source: 
USDA, 2010, Agricultural Statistics , Table 1-62,
http://www.nass.usda.gov/Publications/Ag_Statistics/index.asp

a Grain and sweet sorghum for all uses, including syrup.
b Includes both grain sorghum for grain, and sweet sorghum for grain or seed.
c Based on the reported price of grain sorghum; cwt = 100 pounds.
d Preliminary.

Sorghum is grown in areas that are generally too dry for unirrigated corn, thus potential resource areas for starch based ethanol can be 
expanded through use of sorghum.  Grain weight per bushel is 56 lbs. at assumed harvest moisture content of 14%.
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