
“Every year the 
electric grid gets 
cleaner and every 
year the supply 
chain of oil gets 

dirtier.”  
PEV 

“Never fight 
a war for 

electricity.” 
PEV 

“You’ve got these customers that already are 
thinking green energy, renewable.  It would be 
a shame not to use that synergy that you have 

already come up with in a way where you 
could be mutually beneficial, beneficial to the 
customer, beneficial to BMW, beneficial to the 

utilities selling the renewable energy.” 
PEV 

Talk to a farmer about if climate 
change is happening.  My 

grandfather… hated 
environmentalists but he told me 

20 years ago the climate is 
changing… It’s not the same 
environment, they know that 

because it’s their business, it’s 
their livelihood.” 

Green e 

“I like the idea that there is an ability 
to make a responsible choice… You 

just hope that your money, because we 
all have to pay for utilities anyway, is 

going in some capacity to help the 
planet.  I think that’s very important.  
But I figure if you’re going to spend 
the money, you might as well do it in 

a way that makes a difference.”  
Green e  

“I don’t have the opportunity 
(for solar) so this is maybe a 

model where I can still 
guarantee where my power’s 

coming from, do the right 
thing, but it just isn’t going to 
go on the house.  That would 

be worthwhile to me.” 
PEV 

“I think the minimum we 
have to go is twice as far as 
they say today, I think today 
the average is about 100.  It 
has to go at least twice as far 

because that’s an average 
trip.  A vacation trip is 

usually at least 100 plus.”  
Green e 

“I’m just afraid 
of dying.  I 

don’t have my 
charger, what 
am I going to 
do.  My cell 

phone is 
dead… Oh 

no!” 
ICEV 
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“If I needed to 
drive 500 

miles, it’s real 
simple.  I just 
rent a car for 

the day.” 
PEV 

Yes Electric Vehicles 

“If you promote an electric car 
economy, really what you’re 
doing is you’re promoting 

power coming from electric 
plants that are in these poorer 

communities.  Right now if you 
have a gas motor you’re 

polluting almost equally” 
Green e 

“I’m concerned about 

how long it takes to 

charge up the car.”  

Green e 

“Instead of using all that money 
to bail out all these bankers we 
could spend the money to do a 
program in this country.  You’d 
put people to work, you’d be 
building… if we want to go 
mostly electric cars in this 

country, that would be a big 
change.” 

ICEV 

“There’s all 
this sun out 
there and we 

are just 
wasting it.  

Why not use 
it?”  
PEV 

“My house is more 
important that my car, so 
I don’t want buying a car 
to influence my house.  

I’d rather have my house 
and my lifestyle 

influence my car.” 
ICEV 

“Whatever it 
comes from 
now is better 

than oil.” 
PEV 

“How I drive and 
whether it’s electric 

or not, I don’t 
conjoin that with my 

support of 
sustainability.” 

PEV 

Conclusions: 
• For most, combining PEVs with green electricity was unfamiliar and 
uncomfortable 

• ICEV owners did not understand how they might value a PEV or how electricity is 
produced and therefore had little to add to the discussion of combining the two. 

• Some PEV drivers felt they were already doing their part to help the environment 
by driving a PEV and did not want to pay more for green electricity.  The other 
group has made large investments in both a PEV, i.e., leasing a PEV, and in green 
electricity by purchasing and installing a home photovoltaic system. 

• Green electricity participants were skeptical of environmental benefits of PEVs 
and therefore not interested in connecting PEVs and green electricity 

• Aside from those who had invested in solar, only a few participants in any of the 
focus groups were able and willing to process the suggestion to combine PEVs 
with green electricity.  Most thought the concept was too new and needed more      
time to consider possible outcomes. 

Sample: 
• PEV leaseholders - high income homeowners, a mix of men 
and women, typically middle aged 
• ICEV owners - younger and lower income than PEV 
leaseholders, a mix of men and women. 
• Green electricity participants - lower income than PEV 
leaseholders, a mix of men and women and employed vs. 
retired. Due to recruiting difficulty one group included some 
who had invested in home solar electricity and some who were 
not participating in green electricity programs but were 
interested in them. 

Locations:  
• Los Angeles, Ca & New Jersey/New 
York in the vicinity of New York City 

• 4 Focus Groups with PEV 
leaseholders 

• 2 Focus Groups with owners of 
gasoline power versions of the PEV 
(ICEV) 

• 2 Focus Groups with participants in 
electric utility green electricity 
programs 

“The perfect model is 
buy an electric car, 
put a solar array on 
your house, charge 
after midnight, and 
let your solar array 
feed the grid during 

the day.”  
PEV 

“If I need to 
drive 500 

miles, it’s real 
simple.  I just 
rent a car for 

the day.”  
PEV 

“Never 
fight a war 

for 
electricity.” 

PEV 

“You have to 
have a global 

conscious 
but it has to 

start locally.” 
Green e 

“I had thought that it would be really cool 
if an auto manufacturer could talk to the 
prospective EV owner about their energy 

supply and maybe partner with a solar 
installer company in the area and offer 

some kind of discount.” 
PEV 

“It was fun to see 
people’s reactions.  It 

was like a little 
contest.  Can I talk 

this person into letting 
me plug in?”  

PEV 

“It’s a 
very 
small 

amount, 
so I don’t 

mind 
paying.” 
Green e 

“We need to reduce our dependence on 
foreign oil, economically and for national 

security reasons.  The amount of money we 
export annually and daily to foreign 

countries, many of which hate us, is really 
crippling our economy and making us weak 

as a nation.” 
PEV 

“The electric 
company that I 

went with 
wasn’t any 

greener, it was 
just cheaper.  

You say cheap, 
there I am.” 

ICEV 

“It would have to be a really compelling 
way in which you packaged whatever it is 

you’re making me feel.  I already feel 
great about driving the electric car.  I 
don’t need to feel great about paying 

Southern California Edison more money 
for the proper source, for me, just me.” 

PEV 

Yes Green Electricity 

No 
Green 

Electricit
y 

“Given a choice of 
breathing what comes out 

of a car’s tailpipe or 
coming out of the electric 
car’s tailpipe, I’m taking 
the electric any second.”  

ICEV 

“They have this incredible 
torque to take off and 

phenomenal power.  And you 
get forty to sixty miles that 
you can go before you need 

a recharge.  They are not 
weak cars at all.  You can 

burn the rubber with them no 
problem, they just fly.”  

ICEV 
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“We’re still driving cars, and it’s having an impact 
somewhere.  If you plug it in, that power doesn’t just 
come from thin air.  I mean even if the air is blowing 
the turbines, somebody had to make the steel for the 
turbines and then put them up and maintain them 
and everything else.  So I mean there’s all kinds of 

costs going into something, it’s not really renewable 
even if we want to trick ourselves and call it that.” 
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Analysis: Theme extraction for focus groups transcripts 
• Themes identified by researcher from statements within the discussions 

 -repeated ideas 
 -ideas that garner assent or dissent 
 -ideas that sound important to the group 

• Themes describe the experiences, ideas, beliefs, fears, and hopes of the 
participants as expressed in their own words 
• Comparison/Contrast is between group types, not between regions 

“As much as the oil companies are a cartel, and 
pretty much the competition’s over, I mean the 

variation in price is minimal and whatever, but the 
electric company, I mean if it’s a plug in and they 

decide to double, your cost just went up big time and 
then what are you going to do?” 

Green e  

Methods: 
• 8 Focus Groups 
• 9 people per group on average 

Research Question: 
Do consumers value the combination of PEVs with green 
electricity in such a way that consumers of one are also 
more likely to be consumers of the other? 

YES! 

NO! 
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