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Near Term EU policy 2010 to 2020

Publication aimed at identifying EU 

policy options from 2010 to 2020

Included in the next 2010 White Paper

The European Union (EU) has 
committed itself to reducing its 

greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions by 20% by 2020
(compared to 1990 levels)



Long Term EU Policy - beyond 2020 

• Focused on developing policy framework for 

reducing transport sector GHG emissions

• Examining behavioral options and 

technological options for reducing emissions

EU Transport GHG Routes to 2050

• EXTENSIVE CONSULTATION with 

stakeholders across Europe

• Quantifying costs and emissions impacts of 

possible policy measures

Outcomes will be used to help identify contribution required from transport 
compared to other sectors



UK policy

A legally binding target of 

at least an 80% cut in GHG 

emissions by 2050 against 

UK Climate Change Act 2008

emissions by 2050 against 

a 1990 baseline.

Reports on progress to the 

UK Government How can we achieve these targets?  
How can we monitor progress?



MAC curve – road transport technologies – 2020

Outputs used to develop emissions reduction targets for the 

UK’s 2008 Climate Change Act



MARKAL modeling - Emissions reduction strategies                   

Achieving 80% CO2 reduction by 2050 – a possible pathway

CO2 emissions by sector
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2020 and 2050 – very different solutions

Electricity generation under a 80% reduction scenario
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‘Old technologies’ must not be neglected

Transport under a 80% reduction scenario
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Biofuels – The Gallagher Review 

• Commissioned in response to 
sustainability concerns regarding 
biofuels

• Examined the indirect effects on 
land use

• Key findings confirmed that 
biofuels do lead to indirect land use 
change

+
Findings from the work have led to major changes in UK and EU policy with 

respect to acceptable lands for cultivating bioenergy crops
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UK Policy – Behavioral Change



EU policy on carbon fuels

1) Mandatory regulation to reduce 

emissions (g/km reduction) cars, vans 

and heavy duty trucks

2) Better information for consumers 

(Car labeling schemes)

3) Fiscal measures (car tax based 3) Fiscal measures (car tax based 

on CO2 emissions)

4) Renewable fuels (biofuels)

Renewable Energy Directive



Eco-driving – the measured benefits

• Over 700 driver trainers in the UK

• More than 13,500 heavy duty truck drivers and 

11,500 van drivers have been through SAFED 

training

• Potential annual savings:

• 95,000 tonnes of CO2

• £33 million reduction in fuel spend

• Average fuel consumption benefits:

• 10% improvement for heavy duty trucks

• 16% improvement for vans

• Long-term benefits in process of being robustly 

evaluated – initial evidence points to 5-7% 

reduction in fuel consumption


